Prognostic patch testing: the other kind of patch test.
Prognostic patch testing differs from diagnostic patch testing. Clinicians routinely perform diagnostic patch testing, but prognotic patch testing is the province of corporate research and development departments and, in the United States, contract laboratories. The three types of prognostic patch testing are described and referenced in the scientific and medical literature. A comparison among the three types of prognostic patch testing and diagnostic patch testing is provided. In addition, the variables in both prognostic and diagnostic patch testing are listed, as well as the types of ingredients and products routinely tested in prognostic patch testing.